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When McClenahan and McGraw bought the house, it had a traditional kitchen with new 
granite counters. They tore out the counters and replaced them with lots of red and zebra 
wood cabinets. They also added the island and changed the room’s footprint.
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When it comes to real estate, it’s always about location, location, location. For some, that location is the hidden jewel of 
the Scotch 80s, where the original owners of the big houses on oversized lots hosted vintage Vegas entertainers and 
friends alike.

Bound by Charleston to the north, Oakey to the south, Rancho to the west and I-15 to the east, the Scotch 80s have long 
been adored for their proximity to both the Strip and downtown Las Vegas. Most homes were built in the 1950s and 1960s. The 
mid-century modern and hacienda-style dwellings are a place where neighbors know one another and watch out for each other, 
just like in the old days. The houses were built for entertaining, with wide open interior spaces leading to spacious back yards and 
courtyards. And, that’s exactly what Michael McGraw and Sean McClenahan love to do in their Scotch 80s home.

“We love to entertain and throw great parties,” said McGraw. “This is a great entertaining house with wide open spaces. We’ve 
always loved large homes and we were particularly attracted to the bones of this one. We took it down to the studs, but we kept 
the house’s integrity intact.”

by cindi r. maciolek  //  photography by jim k. decker
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The room’s main focal point is a three-panel, neon-accented art piece by Evan Voyles. The chair came 
from McClenahan’s family and McGraw reupholstered it in cowhide as a birthday gift for McClenahan.
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“I grew up nearby and I played with 
friends in the Scotch 80s,” said McClenahan, 
an attorney. “I remember as a child telling my 
mother that when I grow up, I’m going to live 
in this exact house. I loved the landscaping, 
and it looked really great from the outside. 
When Michael found it, we weren’t really even 
looking to move, but he saw it and said we’re 
selling our houses and moving here. I knew the 
house as soon as he told me the address, so I 
didn’t even have to come and see it.”

“We’ve always loved these homes, not 
only because of their style, the large lots and 
their proximity to so many things, but you also 
feel like you’re buying a part of history,” said 
McGraw. “When I saw the for sale sign, I called 
Sean and said, this is it. We eventually found out 
the original owners were an Old Vegas hotel/
casino family, who lived here for 30 years. 
We paid top dollar for the home, completely 
renovated it, and like its original owners, we 
plan to be here for a very long time.”

The couple purchased their house at the 
height of the market, in October of 2005. 
Then, they met with friend and interior 
designer, Pam Marcotte of PM Designs, to 
figure out what to do next. 

“My personal style is clean and modern, 
and Michael and Sean wanted that style to 
begin with, so it was a good match,” said 
Marcotte. “I worked in film for 12 years, then 
did mostly commercial interior design. My 
home designs have all been for people I know. 
I’m Bauhaus trained and my background 
is more European, so that’s a style I feel 
comfortable with. I prefer clean lines and 
spaces, and I’m usually involved more on the 
architectural side. It was great working with 
Sean and Michael because we have similar 
taste. And, they’re great friends.”

“You have to look at old houses with 
an open mind and make it your own 
while preserving the neighborhood,” said 
McClenahan. “That first day, I went out and 
bought $350 worth of magazines, and the 
three of us laid on the great room floor and 
tore out photos of what we liked. Pam set 
up folders for each room, and we slowly 
narrowed down the look. She was the 
production designer for “Miami Vice,” so she 
knows how to narrow ideas down quickly.

“We knew we wanted something modern 
but comfortable,” continued McClenahan. 
“The black floors and white walls were a great 

concept to start with because we’re both art 
lovers and we felt the color would come from 
the art. We’ve since tweaked it a bit. We also 
had some cherished family heirlooms that we 
wanted to incorporate into the design to make 
it feel like home.” 

Treasured family mementos can be 
found throughout the house. The dining 
room boasts a chandelier and painting from 
Curacao that once belonged to McClenahan’s 
grandparents. A chair in the living room came 
from McClenahan’s family and McGraw 
reupholstered it in cowhide as a birthday 
gift for McClenahan. A silver tea set in the 
kitchen is a family piece. And, when they were 
unpacking, they discovered that both families 
– McGraw’s mother and McClenahan’s 
grandparents – had the same Baccarat pattern.

“We’d both lived in many different places, 
so we had a feel for the type of home we 
wanted,” said McGraw. “We never really 
argued during the remodeling process. We 
rented the house across the street so we could 
manage the project more easily. We finally 
moved in March 2006. It’s a lot of house for 
two people but we love coming home.”

“I’ve gotten used to that large closet in 

ANODTOMOD

The home’s entrance is marked with an oversized stainless steel door, 
which opens onto the large foyer. Greeting visitors is a neon-accented 
Route 66 sign, an art piece by McGraw’s cousin, Evan Voyles.
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the master bedroom,” said McClenahan. “I don’t know how I could 
live without it!”

The home’s entrance is marked with an oversized stainless steel 
door, which opens onto the large foyer. Greeting visitors is a neon-
accented Route 66 sign, an art piece by McGraw’s cousin, Evan Voyles. 
Another large piece by Voyles graces the living room. A Rat Pack print 
in the bar area was a gift from Steve Lawrence and Eydie Gorme. 

McGraw and McClenahan are big supporters of local artists as 
well. In fact, they bought several pieces from the first collection of 
pencil drawings by artist Daniel Samaniego who was a fine art student 
at UNLV. You’ll also see a number of Tim Bavington’s throughout 
the house. “We like supporting the local community of artists,” said 
McGraw. “We’re not big art connoisseurs; we just buy what we like. 
We are not just building a collection solely for the purpose that it will 
increase in value.”

The home is 5,386 square feet, with five bedrooms, six baths, a 
living room with see-through fireplace, a game room with pool table, 
a great room with bar that opens onto the patio/pool area, a chef’s 

ANODTOMOD
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kitchen and dining room. Each room is spacious 
and accommodating – the master bedroom 
alone is 1200 square feet – with that sense of 
modern comfort the owner’s hoped to achieve.

“We loved working with Pam because 
she’s incredible and wacky and a creative 
genius,” said McGraw. “I met her when I 
worked for Puck Fine Dining and she redid 
the Spago here and in Maui. Our house was 
the first residential house she did and she was 
remarkable. We didn’t have blueprints of the 
house, so she took measurements and created 
new blueprints for us. She’s very collaborative 
and has a similar sense of style, which made 
things easier. She’s also an artist so we’re 
hoping she’ll do something for our entryway.”

McGraw’s favorite part of the house is 
the bar area in the great room because, “that’s 

where everyone congregates. We used to have 
a formal sitting room but no one sat there. 
Now people do.”

McClenahan also enjoys the great room. 
“We do so much entertaining, so it’s the 
perfect setting. We love to have dinners 
outside on the patio when weather is nice.

“I also love the kitchen because I love to 
cook. I’ll cook anything from a southern fried 
chicken meal to homemade pizzas. I grew up 
as an only child so I love to cook big meals 
for lots of people. When we bought the house, 
it had a traditional kitchen with new granite 
counters. We tore that out and replaced it 
with lots of red and zebra wood cabinets. I 
wanted to have color in there and to create 
something no one else had. We also added the 
island and changed the footprint a little bit.”

One of the best parts of living in 
the Scotch 80s is the dine-arounds that 
take place quarterly. About 50 neighbors 
travel to four houses for each of the 
different courses. “It’s truly one of the 
few real neighborhoods in Las Vegas,” said 
McClenahan.

While McGraw and McClenahan are 
done with their major remodel and loving 
the results, they do offer a bit of advice for 
others hoping to do the same.

“Have your budget in the beginning, 
not in month five,” said McGraw. “We were 
nearly complete before we took a realistic 
look at the costs.”

“The Scotch 80s is a great place to live,” said 
McClenahan. “I’ve always wanted to live here, 
and we couldn’t be happier. It’s home.”  q

YO U HAVE TO LO O K AT

O LD H O USES WITH AN O PEN M I N D

AN D MAKE IT YO U R OWN

WH I LE PRESERVI N G

TH E N EI G H BO RH O O D.”

Top photo:
Michael McGraw’s (pictured on left) favorite part of the house is the bar area in 
the great room because, “that’s where everyone congregates. We used to have 
a formal sitting room but no one sat there. Now people do.” McClenahan is on 
the right.

Bottom photo: 
A peek at one of the home’s six bathrooms.


